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Numa News 

Check out our updates on social media! 

Facebook: Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Twitter: @plpt  

Instagram: pyramid_lake 

Youtube: Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Highlights in this issue:  

• 2020 Primary Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Election Information, 

page 11 

• Update on SR 446, page 3 

• Seeking Public Comment on updated Fishing Regulations, page  

9 

• Press Release on 2020 Fishing Season, page 2 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is pleased to announce the 2020 Distance Learning Support Program. Our main goal of this pro-

gram is to provide assistance to our PLPT school Children aged 6-17. We would like to help by providing Apple iPads to maximize 

the success of distance learning. Due to the low volume of iPads that we were able to order, at this time we are only able to provide 

equipment to Children from schools that;  

1. Have not already given out equipment such as, laptops, Chromebooks, or iPads.  

2. Has no plans to distribute equipment such as, laptops, Chromebooks, or iPads.  

3. Are still waiting for equipment to be delivered. (this decision was made because of the backordering of equipment nationwide, 

with no update on when schools will receive their products.)  

4. Children must be enrolled with the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.  

5. School’s will be called to ask about their distance learning plans and equipment stock. The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe will in 

no way ask about individual students due to privacy laws.  

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe has 

purchased mifi Jetpacks to help with 

distance learning. We have recog-

nized that the Pyramid Lake Reserva-

tion is in a unique situation as there is 

no one size fits all available for our 

area. We know that Jetpacks provid-

ed by the Washoe County School Dis-

trict do not work in all of our commu-

nities. Mifi devices are limited to one 

per household. Children must be en-

rolled with the Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribe.  

You can find these forms at our web-

site, plpt.nsn.us  
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The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Enrollment Office will be closed from September 17th 

through October 24th. Please note: due to the closure of the Administration Office to the 

public, cards are no longer made and given out on the spot - they will be mailed to 

the mailing address listed on your request! 

Enrollment 
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Mustang Families! Let me first start with a big thank you for all of your pa-

tience, assistance, dedication and hard work so far!  Time has actually 

flown by and we are already to Fall Break the week of October 5. None of 

us has ever experienced anything like this school year and I believe we 

are all doing an admirable job in making continual adjustments to im-

prove the In Person and Distance Learning Programs.  We have really em-

With the core concept of continual improvement in mind we are going to be making a few schoolwide 

changes to our daily practice beginning on October 12.  

  

1. EVERY Distance learner is expected to log in for morning meeting at 8:15 am everyday.  

2. Student attendance is taken daily and students are accountable for attending school daily.  

3. A reminder call will be sent to families the first couple of days at 8 am to remind them to login to their 

morning meeting the week of October 12 when we return from Fall Break.  

4. Students not in attendance at the morning meeting will receive an automated call letting families 

know they have been marked absent for the day.  Please contact the school to let us know if they are 

absent for the day or if there is something else going on such as technical issues, an appointment, 

etc.  

5. If the school has not heard from parents by 11 a.m. the school will make personal calls to check in 

and see what we can do to assist students participate in distance learning that day  

6. Students are expected to login to live sessions and complete assignments each day.  If for some rea-

son students miss a live meeting, please make every effort to attend the other meetings and complete 

assignments for the day.  

Please note that we do have parent conferences coming up the week of October 19.  This week school 

will be released daily at 12:20.  

  

I know that this school year requires a large commitment on behalf of our families. Again I want to thank 

you for your tremendous efforts and I truly appreciate how much you care about our Mustangs having a 

successful year.  I also want to take time to recognize the entire Mustang Staff who has put their hearts 

into making this year work.  As always, if I or any of our Mustang staff can be of assistance please reach 

out! All of our emails are available on the school website or give us a call at 775-351-1902  
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Natchez Elementary has organized with WCSD Nutritional 

Services to have all Natchez Distance Learners receive week-

ly breakfast and lunches to be delivered to Natchez Elemen-

tary for pickup. Pick-up will be each Monday from 9:30 – 

10:00 am and 12:30 -1:00 pm. If you would like your Distance 

Learner to receive a weekly meal, please contact our Com-

munities In Schools Coordinator, Ms. Christine Wong at 

Christinew@cisnevada.org. You may also contact the school 

office at (775) 351-1902.   

In addition, Natchez Elementary has collaborated with the 

Food Bank of Northern Nevada to have premade nonperisha-

ble family food boxes delivered to Natchez Elementary every 

other week starting September 16th. If your family would like 

to request a family food box, please email our Communities 

In Schools Coordinator, Ms. Christine Wong at Chris-

tinew@cisnevada.org or you may contact the school office at 

(775) 351-1902.   

Natchez Dates to Remember 

      10/5–9  FALL BREAK- NO School 

       10/12  Distance Learner 8:15 begin logging in to class daily   

10/12 Picture Day 

  10/19-23  CONFERENCE WEEK Dismiss @ 12:20 p.m.  

                  NO After School Programming 

      10/30   NO SCHOOL- Nevada Day 
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In Memoriam  
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The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is posting for public comment regarding amendments to 

the Regulations Brochure. We only accept written comments via mail, email, or fax.  

You can email your comments to:  

tribalsecretary@plpt.nsn.us, or send to fax number 775 574-1054. You can also mail your 

written comments to our mailing address at Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe ATTN Tribal Secre-

tary at PO Box 256, Nixon, NV 89424.  

(Cont’d from Page 9) PLPT Public Comment for Regulations Brochure/COVID19 Guidelines and proposed Permit Fee Increase  
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Deadline to request an Absentee Ballot (must meet requirements and be a Qualified Voter): 

November 2-13, 2020 at 430 PM. 

Deadline to Return Absentee Ballot: November 24th, at 430 PM. 

To be eligible to vote, you must be 18 years or older on or before Primary/General Elec-

tion, reside on the Pyramid Lake Reservation for not less than 1 year, and have your name 

on the Final Primary/General Election Voters List.  

Please mail in your Registration by October 16th at 430 PM.  
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For applications to apply for the open po-

sitions here at the Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribe, please contact our Human Re-

sources Office at 775-574-1000.  

You can also print out an application at 

www.plpt.humanresources.org. 

 

Follow PLPT HR on Facebook at Pyra-

mid Lake Human Resources Depart-

ment for up-to-date information on job 

openings! 
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Student Body President William Wilkinson is stepping down from the Student Government 

Association (SGA) to focus on his new role as a Field Organizing Fellow for the Kansas 

Democratic Party. Wilkinson was originally elected to the position of Student Body Vice 

President in the April elections and assumed the role of President on July 24th after the 

then President Ahnawake Toyekoyah resigned making the  decision to not enroll in the fall 

online semester. 

Presidential leadership now falls to Jakoby Stump who was originally elected as Chief of 

Staff. Stump is a Sophomore who is graduating this fall semester with her Associate of Arts 

degree in Communication Studies. 

“I’m humbled and honored to be Anawake and William’s successor this Fall 2020. I know I 

have big shoes to fill when it comes to being one of many voices for Haskell’s Student 

Body, especially during a time like this. I look forward to continuing their important work 

and fulfilling SGA’s mission statement to the best of my ability. With deep admiration, 

thank you for this opportunity,” says Stump. 

Follow HINU Student Government Association on Facebook and Instagram, to stay up to 

date as the SGA releases more information for the semester to come. 

Featured Image of New Student Body President Jakoby Stump courtesy 

of Jakoby Stump. 

STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT STEPS DOWN 

By: The Indian Leader Staff 

September 10,2020 
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From the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic: Flu 

vs COVID-19. The Pyramid Lake Tribal Health 

Clinic observes CDC, Washoe County Health and 

IHS Guidelines daily. Information is subject to 

change on a daily basis.  
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From the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic: Guidance for Large or Extended 

Families Living in the Same Household. The Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic 

observes CDC, Washoe County Health and IHS Guidelines daily. Information is 

subject to change on a daily basis.  

 

 For up to date information, please follow us on Facebook (Pyramid Lake or Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe, or on Twitter @plpt.  

 You can also catch up with Chairman Sampson’s addresses on our Youtube Channel, 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. 
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From Governor Sisolak’s Office: 

“Today, I proclaimed Sept. 25 to be Native American Day to honor the Native American Community in Nevada and rec-

ognize how the culture and history of the Indigenous people in Nevada have helped shape the State we are today.  

Four Great Basin Native American tribes were the first peoples of the Silver State: the Washoe, the Northern Paiute, the 

Southern Paiute and the Western Shoshone. Together, they encompass Nevada’s 27 tribes, bands and colonies, each 

with own unique traditions and identities.  

 

 

 

I encourage all Nevadans to learn more by 

checking out the  Nevada Indian Commission 

website, which has resources, including a 

map of Nevada’s tribes and a registry of Great 

Basin Native Artists.” 
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NIXON, Nev. (AP) — Many older people living on the expansive Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation in northern Nevada relied on the tribe’s 
senior services van to get to the grocery store or the doctor before the coronavirus pandemic ended that option. 

Now, tribal officials worry how elders and others who don’t have cars or can’t travel on their own will get to the post office to return their bal-
lots before Election Day. 

“The distance has been a barrier for our people to vote,” tribal council member Janet Davis said outside the small, wood-shingle post office in 

the town of Nixon, not far from the turquoise lake that gives the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe its name. “We have elders that might not be able to 

move around much, those that might be afraid of the pandemic, people who are disabled and people that don’t have transportation.” 

To make voting easier, a new Nevada law allows residents to fill out their ballots and let someone else return them on their behalf — a neigh-
bor, tribal official or political volunteer. To Davis and other tribal officials, it’s not unlike the way people on far-flung reservations help each 
other run errands. 

Tribes see ballot collection as a critical way to boost historically low Native American turnout. They are targeting bans on the practice in several 
states, including Arizona and Montana, as more states move to mail-in voting during the pandemic. It’s become a flashpoint in a rancorous elec-
tion year, with President Donald Trump claiming without evidence that it will lead to fraud. 

Detractors argue that so-called ballot harvesting allows political groups to deploy volunteers to collect ballots on a mass scale and sway elec-
tions. They worry about the potential for tampering similar to what happened two years ago in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District, 
where a Republican political operative is accused of manipulating incomplete ballots. 

Tribes say the negative impact of limiting ballot assistance in Indian Country is often absent from the debate. Native Americans have a lower 
voter turnout rate than other racial or ethnic groups. They face less-reliable mail service on remote tribal lands and often must travel long dis-
tances to reach a polling place or a post office to return a mail-in ballot. And it’s only gotten tougher with services scaled down because of the 
virus. 

Trump’s campaign sued Nevada after the Democratic-controlled Legislature passed a law to mail ballots to all active voters and lift limits on 

who can collect ballots for other people. It makes it a felony to not return a ballot after being entrusted to do so. The president alleged the law 

will compromise election integrity, but a federal judge dismissed the case, saying the campaign didn’t show how it would be harmed. 

“It’s just the case that in the regular course of their lives, Native Americans pick up and drop off mail for each other,” said Jacqueline De León, 
an attorney for the Native American Rights Fund. “It’s a way people cut down the cost and burden of getting their mail in the rural places they 
live.” 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation spans more than 742 square miles (1,920 square kilometers) north of Reno. Residents live mainly in three 
towns — Wadsworth, Nixon and Sutcliffe — that are up to 30 miles (48 kilometers) apart. 

Tribes See Ballot Collection As A Lifeline in Indian Country 
By Sam Mentz, Associated Press 

September 28, 2020 

Janet Davis, an enrolled member of the 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, stands 

alongside Pyramid Lake between Nixon, 

Nev. and Sutcliffe, Nev. on Tuesday, 

Sept. 8, 2020. As a tribal council mem-

ber, Davis hopes the coronavirus pan-

demic doesn’t reverse recent progress 

to expand access to voting on rural res-

ervations like the Pyramid Lake Paiute’s 

and supports lifting limits on ballot as-

sistance to allow tribal members to col-

lect and return ballots on behalf of their 

neighbors. (AP Photo/Sam Metz)  

Continued on Page 21 

https://apnews.com/35c38cf1cfca48e786eb763c8d19c611
https://apnews.com/9187c8edc43508438a6699192fd4f276
https://apnews.com/17adaf09734fd720b1a1477451f2540c
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Cont’d from Page 20 “Tribes See Ballot Collection As A Lifeline in Indian Country” 

On a reservation that’s been closed to outsiders to prevent the spread of the virus, only in Sutcliffe does the Postal Service deliver mail to neigh-
borhoods. Homes in Wadsworth and Nixon rely on P.O. boxes at their post office, which is open only from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Residents 
say the mail is either infrequent or unreliable. 

That’s the case on many tribal lands, including the Navajo Nation, where voters recently lost a lawsuit in Arizona seeking an extra 10 days past 
Election Day to count mail-in ballots because of post office delays. 

In Nevada, Pyramid Lake Paiute members also can cast ballots in person at tribal offices in Nixon after the tribe sued Nevada in 2016, saying 

people were denied equal access to the polls due to long distances some must travel to vote. But they still must find a way there. 

On the Duck Valley Indian Reservation straddling the Nevada-Idaho line, Lynn Manning-John believes allowing people to collect and return 
ballots for other voters could improve low turnout. 

But Manning-John, a member of the Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute Tribes, worries about relying too heavily on post offices like the cramped, 
century-old facility in Owyhee, Nevada, where she lives. 

Getting there isn’t easy for many of her neighbors, she said. Not everyone has a car, and it’s not uncommon to see horses tied up to rails outside 
the grocery store alongside dirt bikes. At the post office, there aren’t enough P.O. boxes, so it’s common for three generations of a family to 
share a mailbox, Manning-John said. 

The reservation historically has operated as an all-mail precinct. If a voter notices a problem on their ballot like a spelling error or doesn’t re-
ceive a ballot because of an address verification issue, the only option is to travel 97 miles (156 kilometers) to the county seat in Elko to vote. 
The reservation will have neither a polling place nor a drop-box location for ballots in the upcoming election, making mail service the only op-
tion. 

Manning-John hopes expanding who’s allowed to collect ballots and bring them to the post office or to Elko will encourage voting. 

For those who don’t trust the mail to arrive on time, “there are people who will be willing to say, ‘If you vote, I’ll make sure your ballot gets to 
Elko,’” she said. 

___ 

Sam Metz is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national 

service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. 

The U.S. Post Office in Nixon, Nev. is seen on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. The 
majority of the more than 1,300 Pyramid Lake Paiute tribal members receive 
their mail in shared P.O. boxes at the reservation’s sole U.S. Post Office in 
Nixon, Nev., which is only open from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Post offices on 
tribal lands will play an integral role in ensuring Native Americans can ac-
cess voting in Nevada and elsewhere in the U.S. West in the 2020 election, 
but advocates worry residents of sprawling, rural reservations who lack 
transportation may struggle to get to the post office. (AP Photo/Sam Metz)  

https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-phoenix-elections-arizona-voting-2020-6a626b240d6a8f2c51494fde4945311c
https://www.reportforamerica.org/

