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Numa News 

• Tribal Administration Phone Lines are now open five days a week, from 8:00 am to 

4:30 pm. Certain departments are still operating under staggered days during the week. 

Not all departments are available.   

• Fishing Guides and Boat Charter Applications are now available on plpt.nsn.us 

• For up to date COVID-19 cases on the Pyramid Lake Reservation, please check out our 

pages on Facebook at Pyramid Lake and Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. Due to the con-

sistency of these updates, such updates cannot be loaded onto this newsletter as they 

will then be outdated information. 

• Locate our Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Youtube channel for Chairman Sampson’s up-

dates. 

• A reminder that the screening checkpoints entering State Route 446 from SR 

447 and SR 445 are still in effect. Those who do not live within the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Reservation will not be allowed through. 

Administration News 

Wadsworth Southwest Gas Customers— 

There was an issue with the Emergency Utility As-

sistance payments to Southwest Gas for Wadsworth 

customers. The vendor would not accept copies of 

the statement stubs so payments were returned to 

PLHA. We sent them the list of names, account 

numbers and dollar amounts and resubmitted the 

checks. They reassured us they will not be doing any 

disconnects but they will be charging late charges. If 

customers call and request the late charge be re-

moved, they will work with you.  

• Pyramid Lake Housing Authority 

775-574-1026 
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Pyramid Lake is currently experiencing a temporary toxic 

algae bloom. Water samples reported from July 22, 2020, 

show cyanotoxin levels that may cause harm. The Tribal 

Water Quality Program is continuing to conduct weekly 

tests to confirm when it is safe for the community to enjoy 

the lake. All beaches at Pyramid Lake will be closed until 

further notice. Please contact Kameron Morgan, Water 

Quality Manager, for any questions you may have at 

kmorgan@plpt.nsn.us, or call the Natural Resources De-

partment at 775-574-0101.  

Photo Credit: Jeri Grellmen 

July  26, 2020 

Pyramid Lake Closed to  Residents  
July 24, 2020 
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Photo Credit: CyanoTRACKER@CyanoTracker  

“Massive on-going bloom in Pyramid Lake, NV, as captured in recent  Sen-

tinel2 scene.”  

July 15, 2020  

@CyanoTracker is a University of Georgia multi-platform based global cyano-

bacterial harmful algal blooms monitoring system on Twitter. 

Follow us at @plpt ! 
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Eligibility for Distributions from the Mi-

nor’s Trust for the 3rd 2020 Quarter 

If you are age 18 by September 30, 2020, then you are 

eligible to receive your payment from the Minors’ Trust. This 

application must include an updated address with our Enroll-

ment Officer, Joanne Shaw, a clear scanned copy of your Photo 

ID and a deposit slip from your bank with ACH wire transfer 

number and account number. The routing number must match 

the one on a check or direct bank form (you may download a 

form from the PLPT website or acquire one from your bank as 

well) – do not submit a generic deposit ticket; this can cause 

delays with your deposit. If there are any questions from the 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe staff that are processing your paper-

work, PLEASE leave a distinguishable email address and make 

sure that your voicemail box is set up in the event that we have 

to leave a message in order to get a hold of you. The tax infor-

mation brackets on top of the second page MUST be completed, 

or this will cause a delay in your payment. Please include 

CLEAR and LEGIBLE contact information in case you need to 

be reached! If delayed, your application won’t be processed in 

time and you will have to wait until the next quarter to receive 

your funds. The 4th Quarter deadline for year 2020 will be De-

cember 31, 2020, and any late applications will be sent then. 

Once your application is processed, you can expect a 2-

3 month wait until your funds are distributed – the Tribe is re-

sponsible for verifying your information and submitting your 

forms. Because Minors’ funds are in a trust, please understand 

that this quarterly process is because funds are calculated by the 

length of time it has gathered interest sitting in that trust; it is 

NOT distributed like the Adults’.  

Minors will have up to six years to complete their forms 

and claim their economic stimulus payment.  The six-year count 

starts on your 18th birthday. 

Reminder that the deadline to submit your forms for this 

3rd Quarter of 2020 is on the last Wednesday of September 

2020. Applications received by 09/30/2020 will be processed 

and forwarded to the Trust the next business day. Applications 

received after 09/30/2020 will be held until the next quarter 

submission, which is December 31, 2020. Reminder, it is your 

responsibility to ensure that your form is received and date-

stamped by September 30, 2020. Due to the COVID 19 Pan-

demic, forms are available ONLINE at http://plpt.nsn.us/, or you 

can request a mailed form by emailing Joanne Shaw, Enrollment 

Officer, at enrollment@plpt.nsn.us, or Michelle Mix, Adminis-

trative Assistant, at adminassistant@plpt.nsn.us. If able, please 

make sure to download the MINOR’S DISTRIBUTION FORM 

from our website at plpt.nsn.us. 

“Combat this virus with cleanliness! Keep a distance from friends and family to keep friends and family. Stand 

Strong  to help protect our people’s lives now, and ensure a future for our people, customs and traditions” —

@NVHealthResponse 

http://plpt.nsn.us/
mailto:enrollment@plpt.nsn.us
mailto:adminassistant@plpt.nsn.us
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Pyramid Lake Store Hours: 

Elder Hours – Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 am to 11:00 am 

I-80 Smokeshop: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 6:00a – 6:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 

Nixon Store: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 6:00a – 6:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 
Pyramid Lake Marina: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 10:00a to 5:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 



 8 

Nevada Tribal Emergency Coordinator Named  
The Associated Press 

July 4, 2020 
 

Cassandra Darrough began work last month with the state Division of Emergency Management 

Las Vegas (AP) - A member of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
has been named as the state's new tribal emergency response co-
ordinator, amid a report that coronavirus testing and assistance 
has been slow to reach tribes. Cassandra Darrough, an elected 
tribal council member who traces her ancestry to the Walker Riv-
er Paiute Tribe, began work last month with the state Division of 
Emergency Management. She joined tribal health coordinator 
Crystal Harjo providing emergency management support to Ne-
vada's 27 tribal nations.The Las Vegas Review-Journal reported 
recently that tribes in Nevada scrambled for weeks to acquire 
coronavirus testing materials and protective equipment after most 
other Nevada residents — including self-identified urban Native 
Americans — were able to obtain limited testing as early as mid-
March. Testing finally began in late April for an estimated 
20,000 enrolled tribal members on throughout Nevada, even as 
case counts grew in communities near reservations. Tribal lead-
ers shut borders, sent employees home and focused on protecting 
tribal elders and securing food for members in what Stacey Mon-
tooth, executive director of the Nevada Indian Commission, char-
acterized as a fight for lives. 
 
"Our leadership takes sovereignty seriously — we are going to 
exercise our rights as tribal nations to the fullest extent of the 
law," Montooth told the newspaper. "At the same time, we are 
not islands. We want to be good neighbors. And we know that 
what's good for Indian Country is good for Nevada."  
 
Closures drew some backlash. On the Walker River Indian Res-
ervation, bullets struck a barricade preventing people from enter-
ing the tribe's jewel of a reservoir, a huge draw for outdoor recre-
ation. Montooth blamed the Nevada Tribal Emergency Coordi-
nating Council, a new arm of Nevada's emergency management 
department, for poor communication between state and tribal 
leaders at the start of the pandemic. The council began operating 
in July 2019, shortly after it was approved by the Legislature. It 
replaced the Inter-Tribal Emergency Response Council, which 
previously coordinated with the state's emergency managers to 
respond to isolated emergencies, like floods in 2017 floods and 
wildfires in northern Nevada. The new council was meant to 
streamline communication amid crisis, allowing two grant-
funded state outreach coordinators to assess needs and aid with 
up to 27 tribal leaders. 

But the broad pandemic affected the entire state at once, prompt-
ing Darrough's predecessor, a tribal member, to leave to help her 
tribe. The vacancy was filled with Darrough's appointment. 

Montooth, who began her own state liaison position last Septem-
ber, said having one person trying for about a month to coordi-
nate widely varying needs with tribal nations across a geograph-
ically diverse region complicated the process. 

"We're dealing with 27 different governments — 27 different sets 
of leaders who have different ideas, and who are tailoring their 

responses to the needs of their communities," she said. "There's 
not just one size fits all." 

One-third of Indian Country households within Nevada also do 
not have stable or reliable internet access, Montooth said. 

In mid-April, Harjo began weekly calls involving tribes, the Ne-
vada Indian Commission and a U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services representative to support tribal efforts in testing 
and contact tracing. Meghin Delaney, spokeswoman for Gov. 
Steve Sisolak, said state and local health authorities can't require 
tribes to report coronavirus cases to the state, but she said it was 
strongly encouraged. As weeks passed, communication got bet-
ter, Montooth said. But tribal nations did not receive independ-
ent, rapid-results testing machines until late April, when the fed-
eral government provided 12 to share through its Indian Health 
Service. 

Tribal Chairwoman Amber Torres was thankful for the machine 
the Walker River Paiute Tribe received by early May. The reser-
vation is about two hours outside of Reno and, as she described, 
"very rural and very desolate." 

"Initially, we didn't have anything at the local level," she said. 
"We were lucky that we were one of the tribes to receive one." 

Caleb Cage, Nevada's COVID-19 response director, told the Re-
view-Journal the state has about 15 Abbot machines, but they are 
not being used. Instead, the state relies on public health labs for 
analysis, which Cage said yield more reliable test results. At the 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, Tribal Chairman Arlan Melendez 
said about 200 of the tribe's 1,180 members were tested June 12, 
when the Nevada National Guard set up a temporary testing cen-
ter on the colony's Hungry Valley Reservation. 

Melendez called it difficult for reservations to remain closed 
while surrounding malls, stores and salons are opening. 

Torres said pushback from outsiders who want to use the Walker 
River Paiute Tribe's closed-off reservoir has been difficult to 
bear. 

"That was one disheartening thing — that people didn't respect 
us as a sovereign nation and wanted to get in here as if it was 
their right, when ultimately it is a privilege," she said. 

And though the tribe has taken a huge economic hit amid the 
lockdown, Torres said, "As long as our people are safe — money 
comes and goes, but the people do not." 
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Obituaries  
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PYRAMID LAKE RESERVATION:    

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  

 

Local Neighborhood Watch meetings were held in Wadsworth starting in August of 2019 to the beginning of 2020. Res-

idents from all three reservation communities attended the meetings.  Once the pandemic stay-at-home orders were is-

sued, community meetings could not occur.  The group organized to address home/personal security, prevent crime, and 

identify community resources.  Tribal Police Chief Parsons was present at the meetings to communicate with the com-

munity and address concerns.  Chief Parsons assigned Officer Bonta to be the representative to our group. The police 

will be assisting communities that want to participate in the neighborhood watch group with community signage and 

provide current community  information.   

The group members are to “Observe and Report” (pooe and naka) and “Stay Out of Harms Way”.  Useful information, 

such as emergency numbers and how to secure your home or farm areas, were prepared and distributed.   Advice was 

given on incident or suspicious behavior reporting,  such as what to look for and what to write down or record if possi-

ble.  Explanation of the “911” system was given and helpful ways to inform dispatch of locations on the reservation, 

what works when using land lines or what does not work when using cell phones.   

The group intended to meet bi-monthly in 2020 to keep the community informed of  activity and address concerns. 

However, this will depend  on the pandemic timeline and adherence to individual safety concerns.   

In the meantime, if you would like some of the information generated by the group or request Neighborhood Watch 

Signage for your street, or want to create a neighborhood watch group on your street or residential area, please contact 

Della John at 775-376-0594 or the Tribal Police Department at 775-574-1014.   

Pyramid Lake Elevation Levels as of 

July 1, 2020 are 3807.58 ft.  

Check out USGS Nevada’s updates on 

lake elevation levels on Twitter,  at 

@USGS_Nevada 

Pyramid Lake Tribal Court COVID-19 Hours 

 

Monday– Thursday 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Friday 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 

We still remain closed to the public, and ask clients to submit any 

filings through the mail (P.O. Box 257, Nixon, NV 89424) with pay-

ment included, or email (mhouston@plpt.nsn.us or tribal-

court@plpt.nsn.us) with payment to be paid with finance at 775-574-

1000. 

If it is absolutely necessary for you to complete your business in the 

building, please call ahead to let the staff know so they are able to 

prepare. A mask is required to enter the building, and individuals will 

be screened prior to entry. 

If you show any symptoms (i.e., cough, runny nose, fever, shortness 

of breath, etc.,) you will not be allowed in the building. 


