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Numa News 

• For those recovering from positive COVID-19 cases, the Pyramid Lake Housing Authority offers deep clean-

ing of your living space. Please call 775-574-1026 for more information. (See Page 5 for Application) 

 - Beginning July 1, 2020 rent & house payments are due on the 1st and delinquent after the 10th. Delinquencies 
will be tracked once again but we will work with you as best as we can under the circumstances.  The Emergency Utility 
Assistance program is available for those who have not yet participated. This is a one time assistance for tribal members 
residing on PLIR not to exceed $500 paid directly to the vendor. Utility invoices must be in the tribal member’s name. Pay-
ment will made based on invoice amounts accrued since March 2020 (no pre-payments). Payment will be made within 30 
days after receiving your application IF all documents are in order. Payment to propane companies will be made within 30 
days after delivery once the invoice is received. If you are still receiving statements showing a balance due, you may have 
submitted the request after the due date on your statement.  

PLHA is taking requests from recovered COVID-19 cases for cleaning & sanitizing of your home. Please put your request in 
writing.  

• The Numaga Senior Center is now open Monday-Thursday, delivering meals to their regular homebound 

routes. 

• The Pyramid Lake Tribal Administration is closed to the public, but phoneline is open Monday thru Fridays, 

from 8 am to 430 pm. The Pyramid Lake Tribal Administration will be closed on July 3, 2020, for the 4th of 

July holiday. 

• Tax Department hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 3pm. If requesting a tax exemption, call the Tax De-

partment and leave the information within your phone message or leave a call back number. This is preferable since 

the Tribal Administration Building is locked. Please be aware that the Fallon DMV Office is only serving Churchill Coun-

ty residents at this time. Carson City will not take Washoe County registrations either. The letter from DMV on exten-

sions is good until August 15, 2020 . 

For information after business hours, please contact the Emergency Operations Center at 775-574-2425. 

• Nixon Dump has re-opened. The Wadsworth Transfer Station is now open from Tuesday to Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm. 

The station will be closed on Sundays and Mondays. The Sutcliffe Dump will re-open 7 days a week starting Saturday, 

June 13th. 

 

 

 

 

Pyramid Lake Store Hours: 

Elder Hours – Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 am to 11:00 am 

I-80 Smokeshop: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 6:00a – 6:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 

Nixon Store: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 6:00a – 6:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 
Pyramid Lake Marina: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 10:00a to 5:00p 

  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:00a to 10:00a, 11:00a – 6:00p 
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From the Chairman’s Office: 

Well, here we are four months into the government shutdown. My hopes are that everyone is doing well, despite the sit-

uation at hand. The Coronavirus/COVID-19 is not something to be taken lightly. I understand how difficult this unfortu-

nate predicament has been, but please bear with us in this process of moving forward.  

 What I will say, is this contagion is to be taken very serious. This virus isn’t like the floods or the fires we have endured 

these past few years; this is a biological illness, an invisible adversary. When the floods hit, the EOC and the Tribal De-

partments could move and control where our resources needed to be allocated, which made containment easier. Howev-

er, containment of this Coronavirus pathogen has been unlike anything we have faced in these previous years. This is 

why the Tribal Government chose to close down the lake, the road, implemented a curfew with a fine, and furloughed 

non-essential personnel for safety reasons; to keep our population safe. 

Many have been following the YouTube updates we have been posting for our tribal membership. Social media can be a 

good source of information, but it can also be used to tear down the preventative actions taken by any government enti-

ty; we see this so much in the current news across the nation. Even our tribal preventative measures have been ques-

tioned with, “Who are we trying to protect?” The answer to that question is, “Our tribal membership.” We are trying to 

protect our people; we are trying to protect “you.” Because of this, we must continue to stand vigilant in working to 

keep our membership safe. All of our actions are about making the best choices to maintain a safe and healthy environ-

ment for our tribal members.   

In moving forward into the next phase, we still need to take precautions; making sure that all safety guidelines be fol-

lowed. During this next phase, starting; July 1st, the Curfew has been lifted, and overnight camping is being restored to 

our tribal membership, but CDC Safety Protocols are still in place.  

1). Mask up; while we go into public; we must continue to wear masks in public, “For your own protection.” At this 

time, and with the surrounding counties showing that COVID-19 is on the rise, safe practices are still in effect. 

2). Curfew; has been suspended at this time; the social gathering rule, 10 in a gathered setting is still in effect. Safe dis-

tancing is also in effect. If we see a spike in cases within our communities, it will only bring back in; a reinstating of the 

Curfew Law. 

3). Social Gathering; no more than 10 in a gathering, still applying is the 6-foot social distance guideline. Even when 

camping.  

4). Pack it in, you pack it out; this is in regards to the trash that accumulates during recreational use. Please keep our 

lake beaches clean.  

These are the only conditions in which the Tribal Council set in place for the phase of reopening the lake to only our 

Tribal Membership and their household and residents, that live within the boundaries of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Indian 

Reservation. 

God Bless all, 

Anthony Sampson Sr. 

Chairman, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
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Press Release 
For Immediate Release:  07/01/2020 

Contact: Anthony Sampson, Chairman 

Phone: (775) 574-1000 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Extends Lake Recreation and Road Closures 

Nevada Department of Transportation Coordinates with Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe to Advise Public of the Pyramid Lake Highway 

Screening Extension. 
Nixon , Nev. – The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is announcing extension of Pyramid Lake recreational closures and highway screening as an im-

portant measure to reduce potential spread of COVID-19 and protect health of Tribal members and guests. A tentative opening timeframe will 

be announced at a later date. 

 All permitted Pyramid Lake recreation activities such as boating, camping, fishing and day use will continue to be closed to the general public.  

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe will also continue to screen all traffic entering Pyramid Lake tribal lands at the following two locations as a 

measure to reduce potential spread of the virus within tribal communities: 

 State Route 446 near the intersection of State Route 447 (near the Pyramid Lake Museum and Visitors Center at State Street in Nixon). 

State Route 445, near mile marker 28 south of Sutcliffe 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe retains jurisdiction over land use surrounding Pyramid Lake. The tribe’s screening process allows only Pyramid 

Lake residential and business traffic on State Route 446 and State Route 445 (Pyramid Highway) near Pyramid Lake. Local Pyramid Lake Pai-

ute Tribal traffic and Pyramid Lake Reservation resident traffic with proof of residency in zip codes 89442, 89424 and proof of residency for the 

Sutcliffe community will be allowed through, while traffic without appropriate proof of residency or PLPT membership will be turned around. 

Further information is available at (775) 574-1000 extension 1107. 

The tribe has taken unprecedented efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19 in recent actions through formal resolutions and declarations by the 

Tribal Council under the leadership of Chairman Anthony Sampson. Mirroring the declaration of Governor Sisolak, Chairman Sampson de-

clared a state of emergency on the Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation due to the spread of COVID-19. Additionally, the Tribe earlier this spring 

enacted additional resolutions to close Pyramid Lake to all boating, camping, fishing, and day use activities for the general public. The Tribe has 

a “shelter in place” order for its residents and has only recently lifted the temporary curfew effective July 1, 2020.  The Tribe continues to edu-

cate and encourage our tribal members to take the necessary steps to protect themselves from the threat of the COVID 19 virus by using face 

masks when in public places and regular hand sanitization practices.  Any Pyramid Lake residents are encouraged to call the Tribal Health Clin-

ic or EMS facility to request face masks and hand sanitizers for themselves or their families if needed.   

The Pyramid Lake Tribal Council recognizes that American Indian populations on remote reservations are highly vulnerable not only due to the 

nature of COVID-19 but due to the lack of medical facilities and staff to address their needs. The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is no exception to 

these threats. In light of this and the extraordinary threat posed by the virus, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Council in conjunction with Tribal 

Chairman Anthony Sampson continue to take the necessary steps to protect their community members through the continuation of Pyramid 

Lakes closure to outside visitors until further notice.   

 The Tribe is anxious to welcome guests back to Pyramid Lake however, the biggest concern remains the safety of guests and residents/members 

of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. 

Pyramid Lake Tribal Chairman, Anthony Sampson, stated that although these are trying times for the Tribe and our nation, our continued com-

mitment to provide a safe and accessible recreational area to all of Nevada’s residents as well as others visiting Nevada is our goal.   We are work-

ing diligently but cautiously towards a plan of reopening the lake to our visitors and hope that when this occurs everyone will have safety in 

mind as they enjoy our beautiful desert lake. 

-###- 
About the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe: Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe’s members are direct descendants of the Northern 
Paiute people who have occupied the vast area of the Great Basin for thousands of years. The Tribe maintains a 
477,000 acres reservation 35 miles northeast of Reno NV.  The reservation fully contains Pyramid Lake, a 175 sq. mile 
desert terminal lake primarily receiving water from the Truckee River.   
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At this point during the COVID-19 Pandemic, only those with Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Residential addresses within 

Nixon, Wadsworth, and Sutcliffe are allowed through the checkpoints. Please present your ID with your Pyramid Lake 

Reservation residential address to those at the checkpoints. Stickers that were previously given out are no long being 

given out—only your ID with PL Reservation Address is required.  

Camping will be allowable for Pyramid Lake Tribal Members ONLY, and residents that live within the exterior bounda-

ry of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Reservation. At this time, residents that reside within the exterior boundry of the 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation are exempt to all permitting fees. Social distancing is required, as well as wearing a 

masking in all public places where social distancing cannot be established. Please allow for sufficient 6 feet space be-

tween camps.  

And remember—CARRY IN, CARRY OUT.  

     At this time, there is no re-opening date for the public.  
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Obituaries  
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WADSWORTH—This is the Annual Water Quality Report from Pyramid 

Lake Public Utilities Department. These reports contain details about your 

communities' water and how it compares to standards set by regulatory 

agencies.  



 9 

NIXON —This is the Annual Water Quality Report from Pyramid Lake Public Utilities 

Department. These reports contain details about your communities' water and how it 

compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.  

Continued on Page 7 — 
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(Continued from Page 6—Nixon Quality Water Report) 

 



 11 

Sutcliffe —This is the Annual Water Quality Report from Pyramid Lake Public Utilities 

Department. These reports contain details about your communities' water and how it 

compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.  

Continued on Page 9 — 
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(Continued from Page 8—Sutcliffe Water Quality Reports) 



 13 

Although the COVID 19 pandemic has significantly slowed the pace 

for the tribe and its programming the Transportation Planning office 

is still in high gear on some of the projects that we are working on.  

All staff in our department are telecommuting which means that 

some of our work is being done from our home offices and regular 

scheduled times in our office.  We have been diligent in keeping our 

scheduled work on task with the current project schedules and are 

tasked with the closure of the lake roads to limit the COVID 19 ex-

posure from the outside communities from our community mem-

bers. 

LAKE CLOSURE PROJECT 

The Lake continues to remain closed to visitors.  The road blocks 

are located in the following areas: 

Near the Pyramid Lake Store on SR 445 in Sutcliffe at the Creel 

Station area turn out 

At State Street on SR 446 near the visitor’s center/museum in 

Nixon 

All Tribal members presenting a valid Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal 

ID will be allowed to go through the check points regardless of resi-

dency listed on the ID.  This allows all Tribal members access to the 

lake and to the communities of Nixon, Sutcliffe and Wadsworth so 

they can deliver goods or do well checks on family members living 

on the Reservation. 

All non-tribal residents living within the exterior boundaries of the 

reservation are also allowed to pass through the check points to go 

to their homes and perform essential travel for goods and services 

such as medical appointments.  Non-Tribal Residents need to show 

their picture ID which indicates the community they live in and zip 

code areas 89424, 89442 and Sutcliffe residential addresses. 

All essential travelers such as delivery trucks, business deliveries, 

postal service vehicles, police, EMS/Fire service vehicles are al-

lowed access to keep the community safe and moving forward.  

The Tribal Council had directed the Transportation Staff to enact 

this closure and will be the driving force that will announce when 

the lake will reopen. 

BIKE PATH EXTENSION ON THE WEST SIDE OF PYRA-

MID LAKE 

The development of a paved bike trail along the old railroad bed on 

the west side of the lake from Popcorn Rock beach to Sutcliffe is 

moving forward.  Contractors Wood Rogers came out to do some 

initial mapping of the project in May of this year.  We will continue 

to keep the public posted on developments on this project as we pro-

gress through each phase. 

PARKING LOT DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

We have done some of the initial planning on a project which will 

result in the construction of a new parking lot at the Tribal Admin-
istration Building in Nixon, Nevada. Surveyors from LUMOS and 
Associates were on site in May of this year to conduct surveying 
and  

NEWS FROM THE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING OFFICE  

June 30, 2020 

design of this proposed facility.  There work is near completion.  

As we move along on this project we will update the community 

as to our progress. 

SHARED USE PATH IN FRONT OF NATCHEZ SCHOOL 

IN WADSWORTH 

The Transportation Safety Staff continue to collaborate with 

NDOT Safety Department on this project.  This project will pro-

vide a shared use paved walking path for school children to get to 

school safely.  The project will also include improvements to the 

approaches to SR447 where the children cross to go to school 

which will consist of new cross walks, flashing crossing signs 

and new school zone signs and overhead lighting for night time 

crossing.  This project is fully designed and the bids for construc-

tion are being released by NDOT soon.  We are very excited to 

have this project started in the near future with a construction 

date slated for late 2020 or early 2021. 

SAFETY SEAT PROGRAM 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic the Safety Seat Program has 

been halted until further notice.  If families need assistance in 

checking to see if their seat is properly installed they can go the 

Safe Kids Worldwide website( https://www.safekids.org/)  and 

check out the Ultimate Safety Seat Guide for specific instructs to 

safely install their child’s seat.  As always you can call the Trans-

portation Safety Coordinator for advice and information regard-

ing safety seat installation as well. 

TRANSIT FACILITY 

We are currently at the design phase of the new Transit Facility 

which will be located in Nixon, Nevada near the Nixon Store.  

LUMOS and Associates are in the early phases of designing this 

facility to meet the needs of the Transit program.  Although 

Transit is on hold right now due to the pandemic the Transit and 

Transportation Safety staff are staying on track with this project 

which will provide a facility to house the transit buses and staff 

for years to come. 

WADSWORTH BYPASS 

This project has been in the works for several years and has been 

shovel ready since 2019.  We are seeking grant funds or other 

investments to ensure that this project is built in the near future. 

This project will provide a much-needed alternative route which 

will draw traffic off of SR447 in front of Natchez school provid-

ing a safer route for children and other users to walk or bike safe-

ly Safe access to schools, day care and community events is our 

goal with this project and we are hopeful that this will be a reality 

in the near future. 

We are grateful to be able to continue to serve the Pyramid Paiute 

Tribe in moving forward in providing new facilities and program-

ming which support the safe and efficient travel for all travelers 

on the Pyramid Lake Reservation. 

https://www.safekids.org/
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For updates on COVID-19 testing, please visit our Facebook pages (Pyramid Lake and Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe). The 

PLTHC posts every other day on the numbers of positives in each community. 
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- Eligibility for Distributions from the Minor’s Trust for the 3rd 2020 Quarter -  

If you are age 18 by September 30, 2020, then you are eligible to receive your payment from the Minors’ Trust. 

This application must include an updated address with our Enrollment Officer, Joanne Shaw, a clear scanned copy of 

your Photo ID and a deposit slip from your bank with ACH wire transfer number and account number. The routing 

number must match the one on a check or direct bank form (you may download a form from the PLPT website or ac-

quire one from your bank as well) – do not submit a generic deposit ticket; this can cause delays with your deposit. If 

there are any questions from the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe staff that are processing your paperwork, PLEASE leave a 

distinguishable and legible email address, phone number. and make sure that your voicemail box is set up in the event 

that we have to leave a message in order to get a hold of you. The tax information brackets on top of the second page 

MUST be completed, or this will cause a delay in your payment. Please include CLEAR and LEGIBLE contact infor-

mation in case you need to be reached! If delayed, your application won’t be processed in time and you will have to wait 

until the next quarter to receive your funds. The 4th Quarter deadline for year 2020 will be December 31, 2020, and any 

late applications received will be sent then. 

Once your application is processed, you can expect a 2-3 month wait until your funds are distributed – the Tribe 

is only responsible for verifying your information and submitting your forms. Because Minors’ funds are in a trust, 

please understand that this quarterly process is because funds are calculated by the length of time it has gathered interest 

sitting in that trust; it is NOT distributed like the Adults’. 

Minors will have up to six years to complete their forms and claim their economic stimulus payment.  The six-

year count starts on your 18th birthday. 

Reminder that the deadline to submit your forms for this 3rd Quarter of 2020 is on the last Wednesday of Sep-

tember 2020. Applications received by 09/30/2020 will be processed and forwarded to the Trust the next business day. 

Applications received after 09/30/2020 will be held until the next quarter submission, which is December 31, 2020. Re-

minder, it is your responsibility to ensure that your form is received and date-stamped by September 30, 2020. Due to 

the COVID 19 Pandemic, forms are available ONLINE at http://plpt.nsn.us/, or you can request a mailed form by email-

ing Joanne Shaw, Enrollment Officer, at enrollment@plpt.nsn.us, or Michelle Mix, Administrative Assistant, at ad-

minassistant@plpt.nsn.us. If able, please make sure to download the MINOR’S DISTRIBUTION FORM from our 

website at plpt.nsn.us. 

http://plpt.nsn.us/
mailto:enrollment@plpt.nsn.us
mailto:adminassistant@plpt.nsn.us
mailto:adminassistant@plpt.nsn.us

