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Thank you for participating in 2021’s  

Pyramid Lake War Memorial Walk/Run! 

It was a very cold, scattered snow/cold 

winds type of day, but most participants 

had braved the elements to walk/run from 

Numana Dam to Nixon Gym (an 8.2 mile 

distance).  

See you next year…! 

 

-Photos from Chairwoman Davis’ Facebook account. 

Follow her at Janet Davis, PLPT Chairwoman. 
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Visit our New Exhibit highlighting the Plight of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women & Girls.  

Our museum is open Monday—Friday from 10:00 am to 4:30 pm. We haven’t begun 
opening on Saturdays yet.  Currently, we are short-staffed and are in recruitment 

for Museum Attendants.  Contact the museum if you have questions. 

The Pyramid Lake Museum has several displays in the works including the Pyramid 
Lake Paiute Tribe/Reservation, Cultural Survival, Impacts of Covid-19 at Pyramid 
Lake, Dodge Flats Solar Farm, Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction, MMIW, Pyramid Lake 
Wars of 1860, Reno Rodeo/Parade and Truckee River Clean-Up.  It’s an exciting 
time to highlight the tribe’s current events and history.  So far, there’s been collabo-
rations with the Language and Cultural Program, Health Clinic, Emergency Re-

sponse, Natural Resources, Victim Services, and PLAN Nevada. 

In June, Levi Frazier, Sr., will be inducted into the Reno Rodeo Hall of Fame.  Levi 
was a renowned tribal member and Champion Calf Roper, Team Roper and horse 
trainer. The honoring of our Paiute people is well deserved and something to be 

proud of.  Another display to be worked on for our Native cowboys and cowgirls. 

COVID SAFETY RULES 

 

 Face coverings required 

 Complimentary masks available if 

needed 

 Use hand sanitizer 

 Do not enter if you have COVID 

symptoms        such as fever, 

cough, shortness of breath 

 10 people allowed in museum at a 

time 

 Keep 6 feet distance from others 

 Avoid touching the display glass 

 

 

 

Enjoy your visit and feel free to 

ask questions. 

 

Thank you from the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe.  Stay 

safe and protected. 

~ Pyramid Lake Museum and Visitor’s Center ~ 
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We had a very successful and powerful day for the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered In-
digenous Women (MMIW).  A lot of information, prayers, songs and dances were shared to honor the lives of 
MMIW and to show that they are not forgotten. The MMIW exhibit will be displayed during the month of 
May. It’s good to see that other tribal departments, such as the Health Clinic, Fisheries and High School 
showed their support by wearing red.  As most may be aware, President Biden declared May 5th as the Nation-
al Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. This is an important issue that needs to 
be addressed at all levels.  Under the new leadership and with Deb Haaland as the Secretary of the Interior 
there will be more funding and attention to help stop the violence against Indigenous people.   

 

As we were reminded on Wednesday, this is not a new issue for the Numu Kooyooe Tukadu, Pyramid Lake 
Paiutes. The Pyramid Lake Wars of 1860 were started because of the abduction of 2 young Numu girls who 
were sexually abused and hidden away. After the battles in 1860, Numu women, children and elders went 
north to Mud (Winnemucca) Lake to set up camps. In March of 1865, there was a massacre at Mud 
(Winnemucca) Lake killing women, children and elders while the men from the 1st Nevada Volunteer Cavalry 
Battalion originally looked for cattle thieves, who were most likely Smoke Creek Paiutes.  Instead, 32 Paiutes 
were killed and only 2 of those were men.  This horrific incident was named as a “skirmish.”  In 1879, over 
2,000 Paiutes were force marched to Fort Simco (Yakama) in the middle of winter and many perished in the 
freezing weather.  This is not a pleasant history, but these stories need to be told so our people can heal and 
our current and upcoming generations understand the historical trauma that underlies violence against indige-
nous people. 

~ UPDATE FROM THE PYRAMID LAKE MUSEUM AND VISITOR’S CENTER ~ 
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“Beautiful weather is finally here! 

This means that more people will 

be visiting the lake and will inevi-

tably lead to more traffic stops. 

During our traffic enforcement, if 

you see us with our red and blue 

lights on, please slow down and 

move over to ensure our safety and 

the safety of those we stop.”     

- Follow the Pyramid Lake Police 

Department on Facebook! 
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Summer Youth Applications 

are available on the  

HR website, 
www.pyramidlakehumanresources.org, 

 and at the Tribal  

Administration Office.  

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS  

ARE FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021 AT 

4:30PM  
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Summary of the Pyramid Lake War 
of 1860 

 
On this day in 1860, the first of two 
battles of Pyramid Lake took place in 
present day Nixon. The accounts re-
port that the soldiers reached Nixon 
at approximately 3:00 PM and the 
battle begun at about 4:00 PM and 
lasted approximately two hours. Be-
low is a historical timeline I wrote 
back in 1999. I used this format as it 
was similar to the state’s chronologi-
cal history of the Truckee River. 
 
 
 
May, 1860: Notices are posted not-
ing the land as the Indian reservation. 
87

1 
 
May 7, 1860: Mogoannoga, chief of the Humboldt Meadows band, known to settlers as Captain Soo, 
stole away from the council seven braves and attack Williams Station,88 2(near present-day Silver 
Springs) and rescue two young Paiute women held captive. All five white settlers are killed in the raid. 
89 

3 

 
May 10, 1860: 105 poorly armed, ill-disciplined detachment of men, under the command of Major 
William Ormsby depart Virginia City, Silver City, Carson City, and Genoa en route to Pyramid Lake. 90 
4 

 
May 12, 1860: The first battle of Pyramid Lake takes place along the Truckee River (near present-day 
Nixon). 915 It is reported Major Ormsby and seventy-five(75) of his men are accounted as killed. It is 
accounted more of a slaughter than a battle. 926 

 
May 24, 1860: 800 well-armed and better-led men leave Virginia City en route to Pyramid Lake as a 
result of the first battle. 937 The majority of these soldiers are dispatched from Sacramento.  
 
June 2, 1860: The second battle of Pyramid Lake takes place in the same area as the first battle. Due to 
the higher fire power of the white soldiers, the Paiute slowly withdraw to the north 948  and do not suf-
fer high casualties. The Pyramid Lake War is proved a draw. 95

9 

 

August 9, 1860: Indian Agent Dodge writes to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "Trespass and dep-
redations of every kind have been committed on these Indians [Pyramid Lake Paiutes]." 9610 

 

Mervin Wright, Jr. 

Environmental Manager/RTOC Tribal Co-Chair 

87 Leibling p. 59, New Yorker Magazine, January 8, 1955.  
88 Bancroft p. 208.  
89 Townley, Pyramid Lake War, p. 3.  
90 Ibid. p. 4.  
91 Ibid. p. 9.  
92 Ibid. p.14.  
93 Ibid. p. 15.  
94 Ibid. p. 20.  
95 Ibid. p. 21.  
96 Dixon p. 87.   
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If you are age 18 by June 30, 2021, then you are eligible to receive your payment from the Minors’ 

Trust. Please do not submit early to expect an earlier distribution before your birthday – all Minors’ 

applications will be held and submitted upon the indicated Quarterly Deadline. This application must 

include an updated address with our Enrollment Officer, Joanne Shaw, a clear scanned copy of your 

Photo ID and a deposit slip from your bank with ACH wire transfer number and account number. The 

routing number must match the one on a check or direct bank form (you may download a form from 

the PLPT website or acquire one from your bank as well) – do not submit a generic deposit ticket; this 

can cause delays with your deposit. Please include CLEAR and LEGIBLE contact information in case 

you need to be reached! If there are any questions from the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe staff that are 

processing your paperwork, PLEASE leave a distinguishable email address and make sure that your 

voicemail box is set up in the event that we have to leave a message in order to get a hold of you. The 

tax information brackets on top of the second page MUST be completed, or this will cause a delay in 

your payment. If delayed, your application won’t be processed in time and you will have to wait until 

the next quarter to receive your funds. The 2nd Quarter deadline for year 2021 will be June 30, 2021, 

and any late applications will be sent then. 

Once your application is processed, you can expect a 2-3 month wait until your funds are distributed – 

the Tribe is responsible for verifying your information and submitting your forms. Because Minors’ 

funds are in a trust, please understand that this quarterly process is because funds  are calculated by the 

length of time it has gathered interest sitting in that trust; it is NOT distributed like the Adults’. 

Minors will have up to six years to complete their forms and claim their economic stimulus payment.  

The six-year count starts on your 18th birthday. 

Reminder that the deadline to submit your forms for this 2nd Quarter of 2021 is on the last Wednesday 

of June 2021. Applications received by 06/31/2021 will be processed and forwarded to the Trust the 

next business day. Applications received after 06/31/2021 will be held until the next quarter submis-

sion, which is September 30, 2021. Reminder, it is your responsibility to ensure that your form is re-

ceived COMPLETE and date-stamped by June 30, 2021. Due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, forms are 

available ONLINE at http://plpt.nsn.us/, or you can request a mailed form by emailing Joanne Shaw, 

Enrollment Officer, at enrollment@plpt.nsn.us, or Michelle Mix, Administrative Assistant, at adminas-

sistant@plpt.nsn.us. If able, please make sure to download the MINOR’S DISTRIBUTION FORM 

from our website at plpt.nsn.us. 

 Please disregard if you have already sent in your form. 
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“A nice day spent at ITCN for the unveiling of the murals painted on the roof. One of the murals was of our 

elder, Ralph Burns, Paiute Language teacher. We are very grateful that he continues to teach our Paiute 

Language. I was happy to see Ralph, the last time I saw him and Max was at our polling site at our Tribal 

offices, he remembered that too. Clancey and Brady Matlack-Harry sang for the occasion. We also en-

joyed delicious Tacos made by Glendamae Davis. I would say PL you were well represented !” 

- Janet Davis, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Chairwoman, April 30, 2021.  

From Left to Right: Billie Jean Guerrero, Pyramid Lake Museum and Visitor’s Center Director, Mr Ralph Burns, PLPT Elder, and 

Janet Davis, Chairwoman. 


