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A year has passed since the COVID-19 Pandemic started. Our Tribe declared a state of emergency on 

march 16, 2020, for our Pyramid Lake Reservation. The unknown made these times a challenge. Fami-

lies came together, nothing was as important as family. We coped, we survived the best we could. We 

had people pass in our community due to COVID-19. we had people in the hospital fighting to survive 

COVID-19 we had people quarantined at home, all challenging times. We need to take the time to re-

flect on the past year.  

Be thankful for all of our frontline workers who continue to work through the pandemic to service our 

people, whether at the clinic, the Numaga Center, the Administrative Staff, maintenance staff, our 

stores, the police, the emergency personnel, those that serviced in some capacity to keep some sort of 

normalcy and continue on with business. We appreciate you. Our community members who dropped off 

supplies and food, lent a hand to those that needed it. All of this is appreciated, it is truly what commu-

nity is about. Compassion for one another. 

Please take the time today to be grateful for where we are today and how we will continue on in the 

next year. To say a prayer for the loved ones we lost during this time. We are getting through this to-

gether, as one. 

Chairwoman Davis 

March 17, 2021 
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     ~Pyramid Lake Tax Department News ~ 

 

               Tax Department 2021 Schedule as of February 15, 2021: 

               Monday Through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday Only: 8:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 

The Tax Department will be closed to the Public. A Drop-Off Box will be placed outside the front door 

for Tax Related Paperwork, vehicle exempt forms, and income tax filing. Make sure a name and tele-

phone number are included so we can call if we have questions. Please do not wait until the last day to 

get your vehicle exempt forms; DMV sends out a notice a month ahead of time.  

We will MAIL completed exempt forms back to you. We are unable to email or fax the forms as DMV 

will not except them. 

The Public can call into the Tax Department at (775) 574-1000 ext. 1127, 1123, and 1121 . If there is 

no answer, please leave your name and number, and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 

You can also email the Tax Department Staff at: 

taxassistant@plpt.nsn.us, taxspecialist@plpt.nsn.us, or vfrazier@plpt.nsn.us 
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Rules and Regulations 

Passengers must adhere to bus rules: 

 No eating, drinking or smoking while aboard the 
bus 

 No weapons 

 No vehicle batteries 

 No items or containers that are caustic or flam-
mable 

 No large bundles that obstruct the aisle, that can-
not be secured, or that may inconvenience other 
passengers 

 PLPTT is not responsible for any lost or damaged 
items 

 Proper clothing (shirts, shoes) must be worn at all 
times 

 Drivers have the right to refuse service. 

 PLPTT is not responsible for missed buses. 

 Use earphones to listen to your radio/audio device 

New Covid-19 Guidelines: 
 Face Coverings must be worn at all times to help stop the spread of COVID-19 

 If you feel sick, you are encouraged to stay home 

 You may NOT ride if you have a temp of 100.4o F or higher 

 All riders must maintain 6 feet of social distancing, with the exception of same households. 

Project Goals: 

 To comply with all federal guidelines regarding 

COVID-19 and it entirely 

 Provide Community Members with access to ad-

ministration areas, housing, and other Tribal ser-

vices on the Reservation 

 Provide mobility and access to employment, educa-

tion, job training, and health care opportunities both 

on and off of the Reservation 

 Implement a public transit service to provide mobil-

ity and transportation options. 

 Form a partnership of all Tribal Transportation pro-

grams off the Reservation as appropriate. 

 Provide Transit Service that supports the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe Economic Development Plan. 

 Implement a public transit service that is safe, effec-

tive and efficient in delivering service. 

~  S c h e d u l e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  n e x t  

p a g e  ~  
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The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Transportation Planning Department is looking for comments on the 

Tribal Transportation Improvement Program (TTIP). Please provide comments in writing by April 3, 

2021.  

A copy of the TTIP can be obtained from the Transportation Department by contacting Tribal Trans-

portation Planning at (775) 574-1000, ext. 1106 or 1107. You can also email jgarcia@plpt.nsn.us 

Please send comments in writing by April 3, 2021 to: 

Transportation Planner 

PO Box 256 

Nixon, NV 89424 
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IS NORTH STAR A GOOD FIT FOR YOU?  

When deciding on whether to enroll in an online school or a traditional school, students and families 

should consider which format is the best fit for them. In order to thrive in an online learning environ-

ment, students should have certain traits and habits. The following are examples of the qualities that 

successful online students possess.  

1.) Ability to work independently and ac-

tively participate.  In order to be successful 

in an online program, students must be able 

to keep up with all their work without the 

benefit of constant reminders from their 

teachers. People who need regular remind-

ers and immediate feedback in order to get things done may not 

do well in an online school environment.  Additionally, students 

will need to take an active part in their learning by taking great 

notes, completing all portions of the assignments, and taking 

part in their weekly core class Live Lessons.  The more online 

students participate in class, the more they absorb the material to 

get the most out of the experience.   

 

 2.) Self-motivated and strong time-management skills.  Stu-

dents who are successful in online programs are willing to advo-

cate for themselves, are motivated and proactive.  Students also 

need to be able to prioritize and track their own progress in their 

classes by utilizing the built-in planner (students can view by 

day, week, or month).  

 

 3.) Ability to self-reflect. In order to be successful, it’s im-

portant for students to think about the feedback they receive and 

incorporate it into their work.  Feedback is given by teachers 

within the Connexus system and given on short answer assess-

ments, portfolios, and other assignments. • Reviewing work and 

reflecting on learning progress helps students to take ownership 

of their own learning.  

 

 4.) Being a thorough and comprehensive reader.   Students will 

be learning a great deal of the Connexus content by “reading to 

learn”.  Being able to comprehend the material is very important 

to the success of the student.    

 • Reading readiness can be determined by reviewing the 

students’ most recent standardized assessment scores.  

 

 5.) Commitment.  Some students mistakenly think they won’t 

have to dedicate as much time to their studies as they would 

when attending a brick-and-mortar school. However, the reality 

is that students in online schools often invest more time into 

their studies than their on-campus counterparts.  

 6.) Setting a daily schedule and knowing when to take breaks. 

Most students work best with a schedule, but it needn’t be the 

same one every day.  Online students can spend long hours in 

front of their computer working on their schoolwork daily.  In 

order to stay refreshed, it’s important for them to create a daily 

schedule that allows them to take regular breaks away from the 

screen.   

 • Having a set schedule is one of the ways that students 

can keep a sense of normalcy during this unprecedented time.  

Additionally, breaking up the day makes the workload feel more 

doable.   

7.) Taking advantage of available supports. We strongly encour-

age all students to utilize the following supports at North Star 

Online School: Content area whole group weekly live lessons, 

drop-in office hours via Zoom, Teams, or Live Lesson, one-to-

one live lessons with content teachers for additional support (by 

appointment), use of embedded graphic organizers and note-

takers, completion of all tasks within the curriculum (not all 

tasks will be graded), check-ins with school success coach and/

or grade level advisor, and counseling support.   

 

 8.) Willingness to ask questions. In an online environment, a 

teacher can’t tell when a student is struggling in the same way 

they can in a brick-and-mortar classroom. Students need to be 

willing to ask questions as they arise and feel confident in doing 

so.   

 •  Can the student ask for help, contact the teacher, and 

describe the specific difficulty they are experiencing in order to 

receive the needed help and assistance?    

 

9.) Family Support.  In traditional schools, teachers take stu-

dents through their daily routines, support the learning, and 

monitor work completion.  In an online school, this responsibil-

ity falls to the parent/guardian as “Learning Coach”. It is the job 

of the Learning Coach to monitor and support students on a dai-

ly basis.    

 • Estimated time commitment for Learning Coach: - 

Grades K-6, three to six hours daily - Grades 7-8, two to four 

hours daily - Grades 9-12, four to six hours weekly  



 16 

Below are some of the questions we are asked most often about receiving an online education at North Star. Due to an expected 

high volume of inquires, we ask that you first check our website for answers to your questions. If you do not find what you are 

looking for, please call the office at 775-353-6900. The website address is: https:/www.washoeschools.net/northstar.  

  

Online Learning:  

  

What does it take to be a successful online student? Typically, successful students are self-motivated, organized, and have read-

ing skills at grade level. The ability to self-advocate for learning is also an important trait.  

 Is North Star really tuition-free? North Star is a public school in the Washoe County School District and full-time students at-

tend school  tuition free. The curriculum is free, along with online textbooks and required materials that are sent from the curricu-

lum vendor. North Star is unable to provide hard copy textbooks. If you need support with technology or internet, please call North 

Star for assistance @ 775-353-6900  

 What is the difference between North Star Online School and our zoned schools distance learning? At the zone school, dis-

tance learning included daily interactions and direct instruction from the teacher. At North Star Online School students may work 

independently daily (with parent / guardian support) and take part in a live lesson at least once per week in their core classes.  

 When and how do students access their classes? The schedule flexibility is one of the main benefits of getting an online educa-

tion. Students can log into their classes when it works best for them, whether that be early in the day, late at night, after practice, 

before, or whenever it fits in their schedule. Students access their classes by using their individual login on the sit e that houses our 

curriculum. They can access their classes from anywhere as long as they have a computer and highspeed internet.  

 How many hours a day does a typical online student spend on their schoolwork? The amount of time a student spends work-

ing on their schoolwork each day is ultimately determined by the learning style and speed of the student, but as a general guideline 

an online student should expect to spend 4-6 hour s per day on their schooling. Family members supporting the student are ex-

pected to spend between 2 and 6 hours daily working alongside the students on their daily instructions.  

 How do I get help from my teacher when I need it? Students can reach their teacher by webmail, phone, or email to schedule a 

support session, or ask questions .  

 What if my child has an IEP, 504 plan, receives EL services or is qualified for GT? Accommodations and specialized support 

will be provided for students who qualify for under Section 504, IDEA, receives EL, or GT supports.  

 

Enrollment:  

  

How do I submit my enrollment Packet? Please submit your enrollment packet by May 28, 2021 via fax at 775-689-2537, US 

mail, or drop off at North Star Online School. If the North Star office is closed, please use the mail slot in our door. The night drop 

box located to the right of our door belongs to another department and we may not receive your forms.  

 Why can't I email my enrollment packet? Due to FERPA data concerns, we cannot process emailed applications. Enrollment 

packets must be turned in by the May 28t h deadline using one of the listed methods.  

How will I know my enrollment has been received? You will receive an email from North Star once your enrollment has been 

processed. Plea se allow four weeks from date you turned in your enrollment packet before contacting the school for verification.  

 Does my student need a variance? If you live in Washoe County you do not need a variance to attend North Star Online School. 

Due to changes by Nevada Department of Education for distance learning, North Star does not take out of district variances.   
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Cont’d from page 12— 

 

 

 Do I notify my current school that I am leaving for 21-22 school year? Yes, you will need to notify your current school that 

you will be attending North Star Online School for the 21- 22 school year and withdraw from your current school.  

 Why can't we withdraw from North Star and change schools before the semester is up? One of the main reasons for this 

requirement is that our curriculum is not aligned with zoned schools. Changing in the middle of a semester is usually not produc-

tive for a student .  

 Why do I have to complete WCSD online registration? North Star is a WCSD school and we do all our record keeping and 

registration in Infinite Campus. Online Registration is a requirement of WCSD and ensures that we have the most current infor-

mation for your student.  

 What if I don't have my Infinite Campus log-in to do Online Registration? Please contact your student s' current school to 

reset your password or to help you set up an account. There are also full instructions at https:// www.washoeschools.net / Page/ 10 

776 . It is very important you do not set up a second account .   

What to expect after turning in my enrollment packet? Once you turn in your enrollment packet, your student will be pro-

cessed and enrolled at North Star. The process to enroll a student takes many steps and includes ordering a household account 

from our vendor. Please refer to the "What to expect next" page, included in this enrollment packet, for a full explanation of what 

comes next.  

 What if I turned in an enrollment packet and then changed my mind? It is vital you notify the registrar, in writing, immedi-

ately and no later than July 15, 2021 at sstrange@washoeschools.net that you want to drop your enrollment at North Star and 

specify what school you plan to attend. You must enroll at the specified school immediately. (Please note that once the school 

year has started you are expected to stay at North Star for the semester.) Enrollment packets sent to this email will not be pro-

cessed.  

Concurrent Enrollment, Social Interaction and Sports:  

  

How do North Star students get social interaction and participate in sports and activities at zone schools? North Star stu-

dents are eligible to participate in sports at t heir zoned school, however, student s will need their own transportation as this is not 

provided by North Star. North Star has a variety of school sponsored clubs to participate in, advised by North Star teachers. Stu-

dents have other opportunities to interact with peers during Live Lessons where the students and teachers learn together in an 

online classroom. Students may visit campus, work in our labs, join in for fieldtrips, and other class opportunities. Covid-19 regu-

lations permitting.  

 Am I able to take classes at my zone school? Yes, concurrent enrollment is a decision of the zone school and must be coordi-

nated with North Star Counselors.  

Miscellaneous Questions:  

  

Do colleges and universities accept credits from an online school? All colleges and universities will accept online credits from 

accredited inst itut io ns. North Star Online School is fully accredited with rigorous courses supported by licensed WCSD teach-

ers.  

 When are students required to go to campus? All state and district standardized testing will take place on the North Star cam-

pus so they can be proctored by a licensed individual. Additionally, struggling students may be required to come on to campus for 

additional support sessions.  

 What school calendar does North Star follow? North Star follows the Washoe County School District balanced calendar.  

 What if I move out of Washoe County School District before the semester ends? You will need to enroll in your new district 

and notify North Star immediately  

 Can I start my classes over summer when I get my log in? Classes will start August 9, 2021, the official first day of school. 

Classes will not be open before then. 
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 Follow Pyramid Lake Fisheries on Facebook! 

An Alert from Pyramid Lake Fisheries Director, Dan Mos-
ley: 

 

Be on the alert for Moss Balls in Betta Buddy products sold 
for aquarium use. They were found to carry Zebra Mussels, 
which we do not want in our river, lake or any other water 
body. The Nevada State Dept of Wildlife reported they are 
actively going to Petco,  Aquarium & pet stores to remove 
these moss balls off the shelves because they are infected 
with Zebra Mussels. The brand “Betta Buddy Marimo Ball” 
is being distributed throughout the US. Other state agencies 
are trying to remove these off the shelves too!   

Moss Balls are used in aquariums to remove nitrates, etc., 
and are commonly sold at pet stores. People commonly will 
dump their aquarium or fish bowls, bait fish into waterbod-
ies, not realizing they could be introducing invasive species, 
which could become very costly to eradicate. 

A Betta Buddy Marimo Ball, which were being sold at 

Petco, and are currently being pulled from shelves. 

A zebra mussel within a Marimo Ball. “…Zebra mussels negative-
ly impact ecosystems. They filter out algae that native species need 
for food and they attach to—and incapacitate—native mussels. 
Power plants must also spend millions of dollars removing zebra 
mussels from clogged water intakes." 

Wildlife officials urged consumers and pet stores to safely dispose 

of the items so the mussels are not released into storm drains or 

flushed into waterways. 

- Newsweek , “Invasive Zebra Mussels Found in Pet Store Moss 

Balls Could Cause 'Serious Damage'” 

BY JASON MURDOCK  
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On Saturday, February 27th, 2021, the Pyramid Lake Trib-
al Health Clinic put on a first come, first serve COVID—
19 vaccination event.  

According to an article in the Nevada Independent, 
“Nevada Tribes Roll Through Vaccine Process, Hopeful 
for the Future,” written by Jazmin Orozco Rodriquez, 
‘The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is one of many tribes 
around the state and country moving quickly through the 
vaccine rollout process, opening appointments and eligi-
bility to the general tribal population 18 and over. There 
are more than 2,000 enrolled members of the tribe in 
Northern Nevada.  

For tribal members, reaching the final stages of the vaccine rollout provides a greater sense of safety 

and hope among the disproportionately hit population.  

...As of Thursday (March 11, 2021) , the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe had administered 733 doses of the 

Moderna vaccine.’  

- Check out more of Jazmin’s works through ‘The Nevada Independent’ at the nevadaindepend-

ent.com, @TheNVIndy, or follow her on Twitter @jazmin1orozco  

For COVID-19 Information from the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Health Clinic, check out “Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe” 

on Facebook for weekly updates. 

Photos taken from Chairwoman Davis—follow her 

on Facebook at Janet Davis, PLPT Chairwoman.  
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March 19, 2021 - 

- URGENT AND IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE PYRAMID LAKE PAIUTE  TRIBE - 

The Tribal Council has recently been made aware some of our children may be swimming in the ponds at the CEMEX Min-

ing Area. Nobody, including Tribal Members or their families, are allowed access to the CEMEX mining area without prior 

permission of the Tribe and CEMEX. 

PLEASE TELL YOUR CHILDREN THE CEMEX PONDS ARE DANGEROUS AND THEY SHOULD NOT PLAY IN OR 

AROUND THEM. 

The ponds at the CEMEX site are part of an active mining lease on the Reservation and are very hazardous. It is not safe for 

anyone to access the mining area, and specifically to enter the ponds or the areas around the ponds. The walls and slopes 

around the ponds have no yet been returned to a safe condition by CEMEX, and your children or anyone else who accesses 

the site is taking an enormous risk of serious injury or death by trespassing into the area. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Tribal Administration at 775-574-1000. 

Annual Stewart Father’s Day Pow Wow Canceled Due to COVID-19 
June event too soon to bring thousands together for cultural event 

 

Carson City, Nev. – Despite successful COVID-19 vaccination rollouts, notable reduction in active cases 
and the allowable capacity for large gatherings increased, the Nevada Indian Commission will cancel 
the 2021 Stewart Father’s Day Pow Wow. 

“Even though our medical experts and the scientists indicate that the current health crisis seems to be 
lessening, out of an abundance of caution, specifically for the safety of our elders, we again will cancel 
our annual pow wow,” said Stacey Montooth, executive director of the Nevada Indian Commission. 
“We arrived at this consensus decision with input from our elders, commissioners, committee mem-

bers and our staff.” 

Since Father’s Day 2003, thousands of people have attended the pow wow at the former Stewart Indian School, which erupts with righteous 
energy provided by hundreds of colorfully dressed dancers, an unwavering pulse of drum groups, the healing of spiritual singers, along with 
arts, crafts, and food vendors. The three-day event brings over 3,000 spectators to the campus. 

However, American Indians have experienced disproportionate rates of infection and mortality during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to 
the APM Research Lab funded by Dorsey & Whitney Foundation, nationwide one in every 475 Native Americans has died from COVID since 
March 2020.  

To date, Nevada has administered nearly 3 million tests since last March, and currently most of the Tribal health clinics are offering vaccina-
tions for all community members regardless of age or underlying health conditions, as exposure to the virus is especially severe for Native 
Americans. 
“During these still anxious months, we cannot risk the well-being of our dancers, singers, any participant or spectator,” Montooth said. 
“However, with strong resolve, the Nevada Indian Commission looks forward to orchestrating the biggest, best pow wow at our campus in 
2022.”  

In addition, as the health crisis subsides, Montooth wants to remind the public that visitors are welcome at the Stewart Indian School Cultural 
Center & Museum in Carson City. With state-recommended health and safety guides in place, the museum will continue to provide first-hand 
accounts of the Native American alumni and students, and how the federal policy of forced assimilation still reverberates in Native communi-
ties today. In addition to the permanent exhibition, “Our Home, Our Relations,” the Cultural Center & Museum features the Wa-Pai-Shone 
Gallery, displaying art of the Great Basin Native Artists; the Storytelling Room for storytelling and craft making; a research room where rela-
tives can research their family members who attended Stewart; and classroom space for educational activities, lectures, and public programs.  
Further, visitors still can experience the Stewart campus by cellphone audio tour. This walking tour allows guests to view the spectacular phys-
ical site and to learn from alumni about their experience at the boarding school.  These authentic accounts are also available on-line 
at: stewartindianschool.com/walking-trail/. 

For more information about the Stewart Father’s Day Pow Wow, the Nevada Indian Commission or the Stewart Indian Cultural Center & Mu-
seum, please contact Stacey Montooth, Executive Director, at 775-687-8333 or e-mail at smontooth@nic.nv.gov. 

https://stewartindianschool.com/walking-trail/
mailto:smontooth@nic.nv.gov
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